
FICTION NOTES  

 



Plot 
 

ÅPlot: sequence of events in a story; a 

blueprint of what happens, when it 

happens, and to whom it happens. 



Plot Summary 
A BRIEF retelling or synopsis of what 

occurred in the story.  



Plot Chart:  



Exposition:  

Å  An authorôs introduction of the 

characters, setting, and situation 

Å  Usually occurs at the beginning of the 

piece, but can occur at anytime 

information is needed. 



Complication 

ÅThe trigger action that develops the 
primary conflict in the story.  



SETTING 

 

The particular TIME and PLACE in which 

the events occur 

   

 



Rising Action 

Åthe events that lead to a turning point 

in the action. 

 



Climax:   

Å  The point of greatest emotional intensity, 

interest or suspense (also called the turning 

point) 

 

Falling Action:  the action that follows the 

climax and leads to the ending (resolution) 

 

 

  



Conflict  
 

ÅThe problems or struggles 
between opposing forces.  



TYPES OF CONFLICT   

PROBLEM OR STRUGGLE WITHIN A STORY 

ÅPerson vs. MAN  

ÅPerson vs. NATURE  

ÅPerson vs. SOCIETY  

ÅPerson vs. TECHNOLOGY  

ÅPerson vs. SUPERNATURAL 

ÅPerson vs. HIMSELF   (internal)  



Resolution 

Åthe outcome of the conflict  

 



 

Characters  

 
ÅProtagonist: the main 

character who faces one 

or more problems as the 

action unfolds; changes 

the most throughout the 

plot. 

 

ÅAntagonist: the 

character who either 

helps the protagonist 

change or overcome 

his/her problems, or the 

character who creates 

problems for the 

protagonist to keep 

him/her from reaching 

his/her goals. 



THEME  

The main idea or message/lesson a story tries 

to teach us about life; the moral of the story  

 

ïStated:  Direct statement of the lesson/moral of 

the story 

ïImplied:  Assumption based on the message of 

the story 



Narrator/speaker:  

 

 

the person telling the story; point of 

view may vary 



POINT OF VIEW:   
perspective from which a story is told 

Å1st Person: usually the main character or someone within 
the story is telling it; uses pronouns like I, me, we, etc. 

 

Å3rd Person: narrator is outside of the action; uses 
pronouns like he, she, they, etc. 

 

ÅOmniscient: the narrator is all-knowing; removed from 
the story but with access to the charactersô thoughts. 



Literary Terms  
Allusion 

  reference in one 
work of literature 
to a person, place 
or event in another 
work of literature 
or in history, art or 
music. 

 

Flashback  

    used to interrupt 
the flow of events 
to go back to an 
earlier time or 
event.  

 



ÅForeshadowing: 

when the writer hints 

or gives clues 

throughout the story 

to indicate what is 

going to come 

 

 

ÅImagery: language 

that appeals to any 

sense or combination 

of senses and creates 

detailed images in a 

readerôs mind 

 

 

 



ÅIrony:  when the opposite of what was 

expected to happen actually happens; a 

contrast between what is expected and what 

exists. 

ïVerbal Irony: the contrast between what is said and 

what is meant; often known as sarcasm 

ïDramatic Irony:  the reader or audience knows 

something about the characters that the characters 

donôt even know 



ÅMetaphor:  a comparison 
between two unlike things 
with the intent of giving 
added meaning to one of 
them. Does NOT use like, 
as, than; states it using is, 
or indirectly in the 
description of the 
compared items. 

ÅExample: Tom is a tank. 

ÅExample: The night 
would be my eyelids. 

 

 

ÅSimile: Uses like or as to 
compare two unlike 
things. 

ÅExample: Tom is like a 
tank.  

Personification: Giving 

human characteristics to 

something that is not 

human.  i.e. A sharp 

hunger was picking at 

him.   



ÅSuspense: makes the 

reader or audience 

uncertain or tense about 

the outcome of events 

ÅSymbolism: assigning an 

idea to a concrete object; 

for example; the Statue of 

Liberty symbolizes 

freedom. 

 

ÅTone:  the attitude the 
writer takes toward his or 
her subject, characters, 
and readers 

ÅHyperbole:  Uses 
exaggeration to express 
strong emotion, make a 
point, or evoke humor . 

I.e. Youôve asked me a 
million times. 



HOW TO SUMMARIZE  

Put these brief notes on a blank 
section of your notes page.  


