“Home Soil” 

1.  Where does the narrator (tato) live now? B) What does he do?  

2.  We learn many things about tato’s past.  List THREE specific things we learn.

3.  What event(s) remains fixed in his memory and seems to haunt him forty years later?  Explain the event.  B) Why does it stay with him for so long?

4.  What ideas about the exercise of power during warfare are brought out by the narrator’s speaking of  “the absolution I will probably never find in this life” (paragraph 36)?  Consider what happened to him when he was give power, and how it affected his life.

5.  Why was the narrator’s son Bohdan in tears?  Explain.

6.  How are Bohdan’s experiences parallel with the narrator’s? Be specific.  List several.

7.  What is the significance of the narrator’s saying, “I am afraid of how easily my hand can crush his skull” (paragraph 42)? Refer back to the incident with the young Jewish girl and what he wished he had done. (hint: what would killing his son allow him to do?)   

8.  What is the author’s major reason for/message (i.e. theme) in writing this story?  

9.  How might the reference near the end “I should destroy the honeysuckle vine that is slowly choking my plants, but the scent is so sweet, and its intoxicating perfume reminds me of a woman’s gentleness” parallel the major theme of the story?  Clearly explain what it is saying and how it is doing so.

10.  What is the mood of this piece of writing?  Decide what emotions you felt throughout your reading as well as the feeling left after.  

