“A Jury of Her Peers” by Susan Glaspell

1. Go through and highlight anything that describes Minnie’s character and anything that would give her motive.  What kind of person was she in the past?

2. How did the men in the story act towards women?  Would Mr. Peters and Mr. Henderson think Minnie was guilty or innocent if they knew what the ladies knew?  Why or why not?

3. How did the ladies act at the house? Do you think they felt sorry for her?  Where and how can we see this?

4. Tell the story of how Mr. Wright died from Minnie’s point-of-view.  What would she say led up to the murder?  What mindset was she in prior to the murder?

5. How did Mr. Wright act towards her?  Even though we don’t specifically see their interaction, what was their relationship like?

6. How do you perceive Minnie?  Good or bad?  Why? Can you understand?  Do you feel sorry for her?  EXPLAIN your response!  

7. What is the significance of the title?  What would “A Jury of Her Peers” say about the death of Mr. Wright?  Give specific support for your response.  

8. Give your rendition of what you believe to have happened the night of the murder.  Make sure there is evidence in the story to support your response.

9. Create a three-point thesis statement demonstrating the way in which you would write about the plot of this story.  (Reference your Essential Questions handout.)

10. Create a three-point thesis statement demonstrating the way in which you would write about tone.  (Reference your Essential Questions handout.)

